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I've been trying to learn Spencerian, and I've been using the free guide sheets from IAMPETH which I appreciate.  But I wanted quide lines which were less obtrusive.  I thought that dots (ala Rhodia DotPad) instead of lines for the grid would be nice, so I made my own dotted guide sheets.  One nice thing about unobtrusive dots is that you can print them out on nice paper and probably use them for letters.  Also, if desired, one can easily draw lines using the dots as guides.
 
I am attaching pdf files of these letter-size guide sheets.  Please feel free to use them.  Each sheet has a pattern of dots such that the dots line up diagonally to give a 52-degree angle from the horizontal (for Spencerian script).  The vertical spacing between dots is 1/8-inch, and the horizontal spacing is 3/8-inch.  There is a 1-inch margin on the left, right, and bottom, and a 1.5-inch margin on top.
 
To print the guide sheets, choose letter size (8.5 x 11 in), and make sure your printer software does not shrink or zoom the file to fit the page.
 
The first attachment has extra-small dots:
grid_spencerian_v3_xs.pdf
 
The second attachment has slightly bigger dots:
grid_spencerian_v3.pdf
 
I'll probably make another guide with even smaller dots.
 
Also, if you would like to request a custom pattern for a guide sheet, I can probably make one for you.  Just let me know, and I'll work on it as my time allows.
 
For those interested, I created the grid pattern using gnuplot, and embedded the resulting eps file in a short latex file to create the pdf.
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			I keep coming back to my Esterbrooks.
 
"Things will be great when you're downtown."---Petula Clark
"I'll never fall in love again."---Dionne Warwick
"Why, oh tell me, why do people break up, oh then turn around and make up?
I just came to see, you'd never do that to me, would you baby?"---Tina Turner
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You're welcome!

		

		
			I keep coming back to my Esterbrooks.
 
"Things will be great when you're downtown."---Petula Clark
"I'll never fall in love again."---Dionne Warwick
"Why, oh tell me, why do people break up, oh then turn around and make up?
I just came to see, you'd never do that to me, would you baby?"---Tina Turner
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Thanks for this - your post comes at the perfect time for me as I bought some Gillott nibs just today :-)
 
Salman K.
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Thanks for this - your post comes at the perfect time for me as I bought some Gillott nibs just today :-)
 
Salman K.
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Have fun writing.  I know I'm having a lot of fun practicing Spencerian penmanship using a dip pen.  I never would have imagined in a million years that I would have fun doing so.

		

		
			I keep coming back to my Esterbrooks.
 
"Things will be great when you're downtown."---Petula Clark
"I'll never fall in love again."---Dionne Warwick
"Why, oh tell me, why do people break up, oh then turn around and make up?
I just came to see, you'd never do that to me, would you baby?"---Tina Turner
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Can you tip it another 3 degrees for us roundhand fans? (thats 55, not 49)

		

		
			Pelikan 120 : Lamy 2000 : Sheaffer PFM III : Parker DuoFold Jr : Hero 239 : Pilot Vanishing Point : Danitrio Cum Laude : Esterbrook LJ : Waterman's 12 and an unknown lever-filler : Lambert Drop-fill : Conway Stewart 388
 
MB Racing Green : Diamine Sapphire Blue , Registrar's : J. Herbin violet pensée , café des îles : Noodler's Baystate Blue : Waterman Purple, Florida Blue
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Can you tip it another 3 degrees for us roundhand fans? (thats 55, not 49)



 
Sure, I'll try to get to it tonight.

		

		
			I keep coming back to my Esterbrooks.
 
"Things will be great when you're downtown."---Petula Clark
"I'll never fall in love again."---Dionne Warwick
"Why, oh tell me, why do people break up, oh then turn around and make up?
I just came to see, you'd never do that to me, would you baby?"---Tina Turner
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Can you tip it another 3 degrees for us roundhand fans? (thats 55, not 49)



 
Oh, do you need a specific line height (vertical space between lines of dots)?

		

		
			I keep coming back to my Esterbrooks.
 
"Things will be great when you're downtown."---Petula Clark
"I'll never fall in love again."---Dionne Warwick
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I just came to see, you'd never do that to me, would you baby?"---Tina Turner

		

	


		
	

	

	




	Link to comment

	
		
	
	
	

	
	Share on other sites

	

		

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	





	

	More sharing options...

	




	

					
					
					
				

					

					
					





	

	

	
		
			
				

	
		[image: Feanor]
	

				
				
					
						
[image: Extremely Rare]
					
				
			

		

		
			
				


Feanor
			

			
				Posted August 22, 2010
				
			

		

	

	
		



Feanor
			
		

			
				
					

	
		[image: Feanor]
	

					
					
						
[image: Extremely Rare]
					
				

			
	Member - Gold
	[image: ]
	
						
							
								 737
							
						


				
	
		
Location:Silicon Valley
	
	
		
Flag: [image: ]
	


	
	
		








	
		
			
				

			

				
					
						Share


				


		


		
			Posted August 22, 2010
			
			
				
				
			
		

	


	

    

	
		
		
			




...For those interested, I created the grid pattern using gnuplot, and embedded the resulting eps file in a short latex file to create the pdf.. 



 
Thanks, I actually was going to ask.  I wonder whether I could embed gnuplot and latex into a Java applet to let people make their own custom grids...
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Here are dotted guide sheets with a 55-degree slope.  They have approximately a 1-inch margin all around.  Vertical spacing between rows of dots is 1/8 inch.
 
Letter Portrait:
grid_55deg_v1_xs.pdf
 
Letter Landscape:
grid_55deg_lscape_v1_xs.pdf
 
 
For our metric friends, here are A4 sizes.  Warning:  I don't have A4 paper, so I did not actually print these out to check them, but I think it should work.  Let me know if you see something wrong:
 
A4 Portrait:
grid_55deg_a4_v1_xs.pdf
 
A4 Landscape:
grid_55deg_a4_lscape_v1_xs.pdf
 
 
Please let me know if you want something tweaked, or if something doesn't look right.
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"Things will be great when you're downtown."---Petula Clark
"I'll never fall in love again."---Dionne Warwick
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Thanks, I actually was going to ask.  I wonder whether I could embed gnuplot and latex into a Java applet to let people make their own custom grids...



 
I don't see why it shouldn't work.  It would be nice if you could host something like that on a website.

	Edited August 22, 2010 by Enai
	
	

			
		

		

		
			

	
		

		
			I keep coming back to my Esterbrooks.
 
"Things will be great when you're downtown."---Petula Clark
"I'll never fall in love again."---Dionne Warwick
"Why, oh tell me, why do people break up, oh then turn around and make up?
I just came to see, you'd never do that to me, would you baby?"---Tina Turner
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Thanks! I will play with these awhile, check 'em out thoroughly.

		

		
			Pelikan 120 : Lamy 2000 : Sheaffer PFM III : Parker DuoFold Jr : Hero 239 : Pilot Vanishing Point : Danitrio Cum Laude : Esterbrook LJ : Waterman's 12 and an unknown lever-filler : Lambert Drop-fill : Conway Stewart 388
 
MB Racing Green : Diamine Sapphire Blue , Registrar's : J. Herbin violet pensée , café des îles : Noodler's Baystate Blue : Waterman Purple, Florida Blue
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Well, I haven't found a good way to do it in Java, but I got a basic grid written in PostScript, and converted to PDF.  For anyone who can print postscript directly or convert to a format they can print (using Acrobat Distiller, for example), I included the postscript source where I included a number of easily configurable variables (angle, grid size x and y, dot size and color) right on top of the file.  I'll work on a way to input and convert automatically when I have a chance.
 
ETA: Apparently these got dropped.
PostScript
PDF
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Well, I haven't found a good way to do it in Java, but I got a basic grid written in PostScript, and converted to PDF.  For anyone who can print postscript directly or convert to a format they can print (using Acrobat Distiller, for example), I included the postscript source where I included a number of easily configurable variables (angle, grid size x and y, dot size and color) right on top of the file.  I'll work on a way to input and convert automatically when I have a chance.



 
 
Where can I get this? I assume that its usefulness extends beyond Spencerian.
 
 

		

		
			<span style='font-size: 18px;'><em class='bbc'><strong class='bbc'><span style='font-family: Palatino Linotype'> <br><b><i><a href="http://pen.guide" target="_blank">Check out THE PEN THAT TEACHES HANDWRITING </a></span></strong></em></span></a><br><br><br><a href="



 target="_blank">Video of the SuperStyluScripTipTastic Pen in action
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Hi, 
 
Thanks for these useful grids.  :clap1:  I have a request, which is to make a version with bold dots so one can put it underneath paper and still see it. Thanks very much.
 
Karen
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Well, I haven't found a good way to do it in Java, but I got a basic grid written in PostScript, and converted to PDF.  For anyone who can print postscript directly or convert to a format they can print (using Acrobat Distiller, for example), I included the postscript source where I included a number of easily configurable variables (angle, grid size x and y, dot size and color) right on top of the file.  I'll work on a way to input and convert automatically when I have a chance.



 
 
Where can I get this? I assume that its usefulness extends beyond Spencerian.



 
PostScript
PDF
 
Sorry, I put links in but apparently somewhere along the posting effort they got un-linked and I didn't double-check after it was posted.
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Hi, 
 
Thanks for these useful grids.  :clap1:  I have a request, which is to make a version with bold dots so one can put it underneath paper and still see it. Thanks very much.
 
Karen



 
You're welcome.  Here are bigger dots for the two angles:
 
52 degrees, letter size:
grid_52deg_v4_xl.pdf
 
55 degrees, letter size:
grid_55deg_v1_xl.pdf


		

		
			I keep coming back to my Esterbrooks.
 
"Things will be great when you're downtown."---Petula Clark
"I'll never fall in love again."---Dionne Warwick
"Why, oh tell me, why do people break up, oh then turn around and make up?
I just came to see, you'd never do that to me, would you baby?"---Tina Turner
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Hi, 
 
Thanks for these useful grids.  :clap1:  I have a request, which is to make a version with bold dots so one can put it underneath paper and still see it. Thanks very much.
 
Karen



 
You're welcome.  Here are bigger dots for the two angles:
 
52 degrees, letter size:
grid_52deg_v4_xl.pdf
 
55 degrees, letter size:
grid_55deg_v1_xl.pdf



 
Thanks! My printer is acting up so I can't print it at the moment.  [image: :crybaby:] 
 
Karen
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Did these ever make it to A4 or A5 size? Anyone got a copy? The attachment links seem dead.
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Did these ever make it to A4 or A5 size? Anyone got a copy? The attachment links seem dead.



 
I don't know why the attachments don't work anymore.  I'll try to put them somewhere else.  I probably won't get to it till Tuesday, though.

		

		
			I keep coming back to my Esterbrooks.
 
"Things will be great when you're downtown."---Petula Clark
"I'll never fall in love again."---Dionne Warwick
"Why, oh tell me, why do people break up, oh then turn around and make up?
I just came to see, you'd never do that to me, would you baby?"---Tina Turner
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							Links to web pages or articles about Chinese typesetting, signwriting, etc.

							By 


Shanghai Knife Dude · Posted February 19

							
								I have the Sailor Naginata and some fancy blade nibs coming after 2022 by a number of new workshop from China. 
 


	With all my respect, IMHO, they are all (bleep) in doing chinese characters. 
 


	Go use a bush, or at least a bush pen. 
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							Skeleton of a primer for a budding hobbyist

							By 


A Smug Dill · Posted December 11, 2023

							
								It is the reason why I'm so keen on the idea of a personal library — of pens, nibs, inks, paper products, etc. — and spent so much money, as well as time and effort, to “build” it for myself (because I can't simply remember everything, especially as I'm getting older fast) and my wife, so that we can “know”; and, instead of just disposing of what displeased us, or even just not good enough to be “given the time of day” against competition from >500 other pens and >500 other inks for our at
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							Skeleton of a primer for a budding hobbyist
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adamselene · Posted December 11, 2023

							
								Agreed.  And I think it’s good to be aware of this early on and think about at the point of buying rather than rationalizing a purchase..
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							Skeleton of a primer for a budding hobbyist

							By 


A Smug Dill · Posted December 11, 2023

							
								Alas, one cannot know “good” without some idea of “bad” against which to contrast; and, as one of my former bosses (back when I was in my twenties) used to say, “on the scale of good to bad…”, it's a spectrum, not a dichotomy. Whereas subjectively acceptable (or tolerable) and unacceptable may well be a dichotomy to someone, and finding whether the threshold or cusp between them lies takes experiencing many degrees of less-than-ideal, especially if the decision is somehow influenced by factors o
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							Skeleton of a primer for a budding hobbyist

							By 


adamselene · Posted December 11, 2023

							
								I got my first real fountain pen on my 60th birthday and many hundreds of pens later I’ve often thought of what I should’ve known in the beginning. I have many pens, the majority of which have some objectionable feature. If they are too delicate, or can’t be posted, or they are too precious to face losing , still they are users, but only in very limited environments..  I have a big disliking for pens that have the cap jump into the air and fly off. I object to Pens that dry out, or leave blobs o
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